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Parish 
    Pump 
The next issue of the Parish Pump will be  

published in July 2026 

 

Copy  before 16th June 2026 

 

By Email to:  broughtonparishpump@gmail.com  

June 2026    Issue No. 324   
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View the Pump online on Duddon Parish Council website—www.duddonparishcouncil.org.uk  
Or on village Facebook pages—broughton in furness community and broughton in furness locals  
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 Broughton Mills, Woodland  
& Foxfield  
The 6th May meeting was attended by twenty 
ladies and we started by discussing various 
recent and upcoming local events, including a 
bluebell walk from Bardsea on the 11th May and 
a trip to Levens Hall on the 6th August. 

We were pleased to welcome Nigel Rowe, speaking about ‘Cycling 
around Patagonia’.  Nigel has spent the last eight years biking 
around the world.   
The illustrated talk covered his 4500km cycle ride across 
Argentina, over the Andes and through Chilean Patagonia to 
Ushai. Much of his journey was unaccompanied and he fought 
through many different terrains and temperatures, including many 
many miles of pampas where he saw no other people, only 
vehicles. At night he would pitch his tent, at the side of the road, 
under bridges or storm drains...really anywhere that was 
convenient. He travelled light but essential items included pans, 
cooking gas/stove, spares for the bike and underpants! Plus 
minimal but multifunctional clothing.   
He would always travel in a west to east direction due to the 
prevailing winds. Patagonia is famous for powerful winds, which 
can be ferocious, battering and utterly brutal. At times so severe 
were they that he was actually forced backwards, including one 
day when he had to push his bike for 42 miles, including downhill 
as otherwise he was blown backwards. 
Argentina is apparently famous for cows, wine, dancing, sugar, 
cotton and wind turbines. Roadside shrines were plentiful  and 
religion is an important part of the culture. 
The foothills of the Andes were particularly fabulous with stunning 
scenery. One town, Babouchi is aka 'Little Switzerland’, due to the 
predominant Swiss architecture and wealth.   
Two days further over the Andes to Chile, which is the 38th largest 
country in the world and twice the size of Japan. Here there was 
an abundance of rural countryside and farming. 
South to Patagonia, and on to Mount Fitzroy, a spectacular 
mountain, on the border between Argentina and Chile, in the 
Southern Patagonian Ice Field. It is a popular tourist destination for 
hikers, named after Robert FitzRoy who as captain of HMS Beagle 
(of Darwin fame) travelled up the Santa Cruz River and chartered 
large parts of the Patagonian coast. 
Nigel’s slideshow gave us a very clear picture of the route and its 
variation of culture, weather and terrain/road conditions. Also the 
challenges; at one point Nigel had to carry his bike through what 
looked like a mud plain, and then damaged it as it was ‘helped’ 
over a fence. Whilst at first this damage looked pretty grim, Nigel 
was eventually able to self repair it and continue. 
The expedition sounded fantastic, but somewhat terrifying to the 
less adventurous of us in the audience! Nigel is clearly an expert 
traveller and cyclist, with superb planning and preparation skills.   
His future plans include Bangkok to Singapore; China; and 
Argentina to Peru. Before these however a trip to Norway, Sweden 
and Finland is imminent. Wow. 
Nigel was warmly thanked by Jan for sharing his fabulous journey 
and enthusiasm for travelling with us. 
 

Our next meeting on June 3rd  at 7.30pm, is at Broughton Mills 
Reading Room. We will be joined by Elenor on the subject of 
‘Wicker’.  

 

Please feel free to join us, a warm welcome awaits. 
 

Paddy Lynch 
 
Ulpha & Seathwaite 
Happy 95th Birthday Ulpha and Seathwaite WI 
 

It was with our usual mixed weather that  we met to celebrate our 
birthday and what an evening it was! We were joined by our 
friends from Coniston, Silecroft, Thwaites and Broughton Mills. We 
had four past members travel to join us and what a delight it was 
to see them. We also had two Federation representatives and we 
are very appreciative of their efforts to journey to our meeting. 
It is a wonderful opportunity to see our friends but it is always a 
responsibility to ensure their journey is worth it! I think we can say 
that the journey was indeed worthwhile. 
Our speaker, Rob David presented a talk entitled National 
Treasures - saving the nations art works. I am sure that some of 
you will have heard this fascinating talk as Rob has presented it 
around the county, telling the little known story of the transfer of  
the most precious of the Tate Galleries art works to safety in 
remote Cumbria from the London bombings.  

DUDDON  VALLEY  LOCAL 
HISTORY GROUP 

 
 

The next two History talks in May and June deal with hugely contrasting 
subjects. On 27th May we will hear about the journals and life of 
Kenneth Burgess who came here at the beginning of WW2, fleeing the 
bombing around his home in south London. He was a complex man 
with an adventurous early life.  He found much needed peace in 
Seathwaite and wrote about what he found and particularly about 
nature, having a regular column in the Westmorland Gazette.   
 

This is followed in June by a visit by Cyril Pearce, the country’s leading 
authority on “Communities of Resistance during the Great War”.  Cyril’s 
research examines local communities to reveal a bigger and more 
complex picture of a nation at war, and the actions of those who 
resisted the demands of the state because of their beliefs.  Broughton 
and its surrounds have a part to play in connecting the local and 
national story.   
 

As it happens, the two talks are linked by a connection with Wreaks 
End.  Kenneth Burgess lived for a number of years at Wreaks End 
Cottage having moved from Seathwaite. Much earlier in 1902, Wreaks 
Farm was bought by William Stoker, a businessman from Wigan. Stoker 
and his sons would play a significant role in resisting the onset of 
Conscription in 1916….. and thereafter became involved in the General 
Strike and the establishment of the Communist Party of Great Britain. 
 
24 June,  “Britain’s 1914-18 War Resisters – Communities, Prisoners, 
Fugitives, Revolutionaries and Broughton in  Furness”,  Cyril Pearce 
 

22 July, AGM  and “John Ruskin: Victorian Polymath”, Dr David 
Cross 
 
Meetings are on the fourth Wednesday of the month.  All at 7.30pm in 
the Victory Hall.   
 

If you would like to join DVLHG, it costs £10 per year, guests are very 
welcome at the meetings (£2 per person).  Email the Secretary 
on sec@duddonhistory.org.uk. You may also wish to visit our 
website www.duddonhistory.org.uk. 

Colin Robertshaw (Hon. Sec) 

They were transported to Muncaster Castle by train and wagon by 
staff that had no idea of what they had been entrusted with. 
The local fire stations had been alerted to the need to arrive 
quickly at Muncaster in the event of fire as there was ‘a valuable 
collection’ housed there, but no information was given about 
where it was from. Unfortunately the alert was written on Tate 
headed paper! 
The paintings were accompanied by their own staff who were also 
detailed to remain at Muncaster for the duration of the war, which 
in itself must have been a rather different experience from London. 
Restoration continued and the paintings were cared for, with the 
boxes opened and checked continuously. There are virtually no 
photographs of this time of the paintings at Muncaster.  
The press seemed to get wind of the role of Muncaster as a 
depository for the most precious art works from The Tate at the 
end of the war in October 1945 and thus it was no longer a well 
hidden secret. 
This fascinating talk was followed by a delicious and plentiful 
supper, concluding with fizz and cake, and a speech from our 
President. The evening was accompanied by much chatter, 
laughter, eating and friendship. The biggest challenge was 
bringing the festivities to an end - surely a tribute to the hard work 
our committee had put in to ensure its success. 
 

We all hoped that it was a fitting  tribute to those ladies who 
founded our branch of the Ulpha and Seathwaite WI 95 years ago. 
 

Five years and we can celebrate our centenary! 

 

If you are interested in joining us please come along on the 
second Tuesday of the month 7.30pm at The Browfoot Room, 
Ulpha, you can be sure of a warm welcome. 
 

Fiona Oliver 01229 716926 

mailto:sec@duddonhistory.org.uk
http://www.duddonhistory.org.uk/
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2nd Broughton 
Chess Festival 

 

Saturday 13th 
June 

Victory Hall, LA20 6HN 
 

Can you play chess? Then come to the Chess Festival! 
 

The Broughton Chess Festival is open to local chess 
players of all ages and abilities. Entrants will be split 

into sections by age. 
 

Everyone will have the opportunity to play at least 5 
games of chess during the afternoon, and nobody is 

knocked out. Each time you will play somebody with a 
similar score to your own, and so most games should 
be between players of matched ability. Let us know if 

you want to arrive late and/or leave early. 
 

Broughton School Parents Association will  be selling 
drinks, cakes, sweets etc to keep the brain working. 

 
If you have any questions about this event or to 

register, then please contact Neill Cooper: 
email nsc@cplusc.co.uk  tel 07976 737075 

 
Enter for free by email or phone by Friday 12th June 

Entry on the day is £5 
 
Times 
Arrive: from 1 p.m 
Introduction 1.30pm  
Finish: about 5.00 p.m 
 

Note that primary school aged children  
must be accompanied by an adult.  

The next closing date for applications is 31st August 2026 

CGP Duddon Parish Trust Fund   
 

The fund is administered by members of the  
Duddon Parish Council  

 

APPLYING FOR FUNDS 
 

Representatives of local groups from within the Duddon 
Parish can apply for funding. Application forms are available 
from the Community Shop, or you can download one from 
www.duddonparishcouncil.org.uk  

 

Send your completed form to the Trust Fund Clerk, Nigel 
Jones, either by email: cgptrustfund@gmail.com  
or post to: Stonegarth, Church Street. Broughton-in-Furness, 
LA20 6HJ 
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 MESSAGE FROM OUR MP  

MICHELLE SCROGHAM 
 

LOTS of work is happening in the background to 

restore Level 3 critical care services at Furness 

General Hospital. 
 

Just over six months ago I hosted a packed 

public meeting at Hawcoat Park Sports Club in 

Barrow for members of the public to openly 

discuss the deeply unpopular proposals by the 

Integrated Care Board to permanently stop providing the critical 

care services we all depend on. We said we would fight the board’s 

plans to send critically-ill patients by ambulance along the 

notorious A590 to receive treatment at Lancaster Royal Infirmary. 
 

Everyone who attended that meeting at Hawcoat Park – and all 

those who joined our campaign against the proposed changes – 

have played their part in making sure that the ICB has been forced 

to look again at this hugely important matter. Readers may 

remember that last year I also formally asked government ministers 

to use their powers under Schedule 10A of the National Health 

Service to call in the proposal. If it comes to it, I am prepared to 

push for ministers to step in. 

 

However, I am hopeful that it will not come to that. From the start I 

have always said that with a proper plan and coordination we can 

fix the challenges that the ICB has identified in their reasons for 

closing level 3 critical care. 

 

I have therefore been working with partners including University 

Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS Foundation Trust, Team Barrow, 

BAE Systems, national government departments, NHS England and 

the University of Cumbria work together to create a positive vision 

for the future. That must happen so we can attract the clinicians we 

need for critical care and other important service at FGH.  

 

To move this forward, I recently set up a working group to explore 

possible solutions. The group has identified options including 

developing the research and robotics offer at FGH that will make 

sure we have what is needed to keep attracting the best clinicians in 

the country.  
 

Work is also being taken forward looking at approaches that have 

worked elsewhere in the country; for example, the partnership 

between Portsmouth Hospital and the Ministry of Defence to train 

military doctors. There has been a good response from all the 

organisations involved in this work and I believe there’s a real 

opportunity here to find solutions that will not only restore level 3 

critical care, but to ensure it thrives for many years to come. 

 

I have therefore written to the ICB calling on them to immediately 

pause their process for permanently closing level 3 critical care. 

This pause is essential to provide the time and stability needed for 

the collaborative work to progress. There is real momentum, and it 

is crucial that it is not undermined by the ongoing threat of closure. 
 

Finally, if there are any issues you need help with, or you have any 

questions, you can contact me by Telephone on: 01229 343360 or 

WhatsApp on 07721 148088. They are monitored 9am to 5pm 

Monday to Friday.  
 

Or you can email me at michelle.scrogham.mp@parliament.uk 

Michelle 

 

Subscription-
based  

garden waste 
collection 
service  

 
Residents who wish to 
continue receiving garden 
waste collections will need 
to subscribe to the service.  
 

Garden waste bins will be 
collected as usual until 28 
June 2026, after that time 
only bins displaying a valid 
sticker will be collected. 
 

General household waste 
and recycling collections 
remain unaffected.  

 
 

You can subscribe at any 
time during the collection 
season for the full £60 
subscription fee. There are 
no discounts for joining 
midway through the 
subscription period - the 
sooner you sign up for the 
service, the more 
collections you’ll have. 
 

This change follows 
decisions made as part of 
the Council’s 2026/27 
budget, agreed at Full 
Council on 26 February, 
and reflects the need to 
review discretionary 
services in light of 
significant financial 
challenges. Garden waste 
collection is not a statutory 
service, and introducing a 
charge ensures fairness 
with those who use the 
service contributing to its 
cost while helping the 
council protect essential 
services for all residents. 
 

Cost  
There's an annual 
subscription of £60 per bin.  
You'll need to pay the 
subscription fee in full when 
you sign up. We do not 

accept payment in 
instalments.  
We do not offer discounts 
for households who receive 
benefits or council tax 
reductions.  
There are no limits on the 
number of bins you can 
have. For each extra bin 
there is a one-off payment 
of £25 plus an annual 
subscription fee of £60. 
 

How it works  
Garden waste will be 
collected every two weeks 
except for the non-growing 
seasons in December, 
January and February when 
there will not be any 
collections. 
This works out as a 
maximum of 20 garden 
waste collections, over the 
40-week subscription 
period.  
Once you've paid, we'll 
send a sticker, by post,  for 
each bin you've subscribed 
for. You must place the 
sticker under the handle on 
your bin.  
You must use a bin that 
we've provided. You cannot 
use your own bin or any 
other type of container.  
Your subscription will not 
automatically renew in 
March. We’ll contact you 
before your subscription 
ends and tell you what to do 
if you want to sign up again. 
If you do not renew, we’ll 
stop collecting your garden 
waste without further notice. 
 

How to Subscribe  
 

Online at https://
www.westmorlandandfurn
ess.gov.uk/bins-recycling
-and-street-cleaning/
garden-waste-collection-
service/subscribe-our-
garden-waste-collection-
service 
You can also subscribe by 
telephone, on 0300 373 
3300. 
 
For more information please 
see our website 
www.westmorlandandfurn
ess.gov.uk/ 

mailto:michelle.scrogham.mp@parliament.uk
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Water Yeat Village Hall 
Welcomes Back 

 

Flossie Malavialle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flossie performs a rich and diverse répertoire in  

French, English, and Spanish - ranging from traditional  
folk songs to blues numbers and timeless classics by  

Édith Piaf and Jacques Brel. She has established  
herself as a celebrated artist, enchanting audiences at  

folk clubs and festivals across the UK, Europe, and Australia.  
 

Her performances are peppered with witty  
Geordie-French banter that adds a unique charm  

and guarantee both fun and emotional depth. 
 

 

Friday 26 June 
8pm (doors 7.30) 

 

£15  cash/card on the door or in advance 
 

www.wegottickets.com/wateryeatvillagehall  
 No booking fee  

 

  Café/table seating. 
No bar, bring your own drinks and nibbles  

 

www.flossiemalavialle.co.uk 
 

www.facebook.com/wateryeatvillagehall/ 

Cumbria 
Wool 

Gathering 
cumbrianwoolgathering.co.uk 

 

J36 Rural Auction Centre 
LA7 7FP 

 

20th & 21st June  
 

Dedicated to the best of 
fibre and yarn. 

Two days full of  
inspiration, 

workshops and 
fluffy friends 

Stuart, Rachel and 
Eleanor would like to 
thank Tom, Greenodd 
Village Hall and all who 
attended for supporting 
the Haley Sisters 
Evening on May 2nd.  
 
The money raised went 
to Broughton First 
Responders  

Upcoming events 
Events are advertised on our 

Facebook page. Further details are 

available from our hall manager 

hall.manager@grizebeckhall.co.uk 

Mob: 07905779584 (Mondays and 

Fridays) 
 

Regular events 

Table tennis Monday afternoon 

contact Rick Shaw 01229 889624 
 

Pilates Monday evening Contact 

Heidi 07519 395545 
 

Yoga Tuesday evening. Contact 

Carol-Anne Barber 07505 500965  
 

Whist Drive Every first and 

second Wednesday contact Michael 

Irving on 01229 889632 
 

Flowerguild Fourth Wednesday 

Contact Jeni Sarson 01229 889685  
 

Bowling Club Thursday afternoon 

contact Franek Rewaj 01229 

889407 
 

Craft Club Second Thursday of 

each month. For further details 

contact Ali Hooper on 01229 

889723 
 

Surfers Group Assistance in 

navigating a computer. Friday 

morning contact Franek Rewaj 

01229 889407 

http://www.flossiemalavialle.co.uk
mailto:hall.manager@grizebeckhall.co.uk,sending
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DUDDON CLEANING 
 

Domestic carpet and 
 upholstery cleaning 

service 
 

· Deep cleaning and quick drying 
· Cars and caravans cleaned 
· Fully insured, NCCA trained member 

 
Call Tony any time for a free survey & estimate on: 

01229 770973 or 07862 728544  

BROUGHTON POST OFFICE 
 

On 9th June Broughton’s new Post Office will have 
been open six months!  We want to take this 
opportunity to again thank everyone who helped make it 
possible to get the branch up and running.  It couldn’t have 
happened without all the donations, goodwill and support from 
our wonderful community.   

 

We are so pleased that, thanks to Siobhan and Ingrid’s dedication, 
postal and banking services are available again in Broughton.  Don’t 
forget, you can also buy Euros over the counter, order foreign 
currencies and get a PO Travel Card for your holidays.  

We are optimistic that progress is now being made on getting a post 
box installed outside the post office. Following a meeting between 
Broughton CIC, Royal Mail and Highways, it was agreed that an 
advisory loading bay should help meet Royal Mail’s safety concerns. 
In mid-May, Highways sent out a letter to residents and businesses 
on The Square inviting comments on the proposal. If the proposal is 

approved and a further safety assessment comes out positive, then 
a post box should make an appearance in several months’ time.  

 

Our new community shop and information service with our lovely 
team of volunteers is of course key to being able to provide a post 
office. We’ve been working hard to stock the shop with a range of 
products and are very appreciative of all the positive feedback 
received. One of our aims is to support Cumbrian artisans and 
enterprises so we do hope that you will come and have a browse.  

 

As well as being filmed for French TV for an item about community 
interest companies, our premises have recently received a Gold 
Award from Age Friendly South Lakeland.  Our staff and volunteers 
have also been provided with training on safeguarding and dementia 
awareness.  

 

All in all, it’s been a rewarding first six months….   

Broughton Community Services CIC 
 

A reminder that the deadline to drop off letters and parcels for 
same day collection by Royal Mail is 4.20 pm on Monday/
Tuesday/Thursday and 11 am on Friday.  

Post Office Opening Hours  
Monday:      0900―1300 & 1400―1630   
Tuesday:   0900―1300 & 1400―1630  
Thursday:  0900―1300 & 1400―1630   
Friday:       0900―1200   

Shop Opening Hours 
Monday:    0900―1630  
Tuesday:     0900―1630  
Thursday:   0900―1630 
 Friday:         0900―1630 
Saturday:    1000―1400 
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 VICTORY HALL  
AGM 

 

Thursday 25th June at 7pm 
All welcome 

 
 CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Tel: 07355  930193 
Email: broughtonvictoryhall@gmail.com 

 

HALL HIRE FEES 
 

The Main Hall  
£15 per hour. £12.50 per hour for regular group users. 
Rankin Room 
£10 per hour. £9 per hour for regular group users. 
Green Room  
£10 per hour. £8 per hour for regular group users 
Evening Function 
6pm until closing (as per the licence) £100. 
 

Cancellation Policy 
 

A 50% deposit is required when booking. If the booking is 
cancelled within 7 days of the event, the deposit will be kept. 

DUDDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

APPOINTMENT OF CLERK  
AND RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL 

OFFICER 
 

Part-time (9 hours per week) 
 

If you have a genuine interest in helping our forward thinking and 
energetic Council develop and deliver timely, quality and 
innovative services to the local community, this post is ideal.   
 

You will ensure that all legal, statutory, financial and other 
governing provisions relating to the Council are observed, all 
Council meetings are properly administered and decisions 
effectively implemented whilst developing healthy working 
partnerships with key local and regional bodies. 
 

Suitably qualified (ideally with or be willing to obtain CiLCA – the 
Certificate in Local Council Administration), highly motivated, 
enthusiastic and community focused, you will bring sound 
leadership, staff management, administrative, communication, IT, 
financial and organisational skills and be flexible in approach and 
able to meet deadlines.  
 

We offer excellent nationally based terms and conditions of 
employment for this post which may involve working evenings and 
weekends. 
 

Please call 07763 847427 or 
 email info@duddonparishcouncil.org.uk  

for an application form. 
 

Duddon Parish Council is an Equal Opportunity Employer and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community. 

PARISH COUNCIL 
 DROP IN 

The Square Café 
 

The next session will be 

Tuesday 9th June            10.45―12noon 

 

Donkey Rock 
The Geologists’ Association Curry Fund has kindly provided funding 
towards a new information board at Donkey Rock. It will explain the 
significance of this important geological site, enlightening both 
residents and visitors. 
 
Fire Service 
A resident has raised concerns about the lack of a retained fire 
service in Broughton in Furness. The station has recently experienced 
reduced availability, relying on neighbouring crews from Millom and 
Coniston, which understandably have longer travel times. If you 
would like more information or are interested in joining please visit 
www.cumbriafire.gov.uk    
 
Off-Road Drivers 
Operation Lantern is a police initiative trying to deter vehicles such as 
motorbikes and 4x4s off-roading on the Fells. This hugely destructive 
practice is, in most cases illegal and witnesses are being asked to 
report these offences to the police, using 101, giving as many details 
as possible; make and model of vehicle, registration number, specific 
times and locations. When reporting ask, for a log number to ensure 
the crime is recorded. The more reporting that takes place the 
greater the resources allocated to combat this rural crime.   
 
Community Led Plan 
Duddon Parish Council is updating our Community Led Plan. This is 
an exciting opportunity for us as a Parish Council, alongside 
residents, to plan for and have an important say in shaping the 
future of our Parish. If you would like to be involved please get in 
touch info@duddonparishcouncil.org.uk  
 
You can follow us on Facebook 
facebook.com/theduddonparishcouncil/ 

mailto:info@duddonparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.cumbriafire.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/theduddonparishcouncil/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV2mezJsFb1mt_6n4dnHRDJKvmr6Ab8Wxix3eRGBA0UGtjvrAc2kCEpGvmpeHG6H_1fRelWfq6j6R8lfxawdyFLGw6713HAvB1CsVlQ7iYu8j5I0LY6feDXWkDvvviWey7L4tmnYvdvGnIEXY1Hp9-YIdKhJpiJMa9MK_wXfbbwne8ncjs_8wtchQhs2pRNKo8
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 Show Season is Upon us! 
Sustainable Duddon, and our colleagues at DRA and 
SLRSG, will be attending the Thwaites Gala on Saturday 
13th June from 12:30pm. This has proven to be a popular 
family event, please come along and say hi to us! Then in 
August we will be back again at the Millom & Broughton 
Show. Do visit on 29th August. 

 

An Introduction to Chicken Keeping  
A reminder that this will be held in the autumn- date TBA.  For those who have 
already registered, we will be back in touch as soon as a date is set. If you 
haven’t registered yet- please get in touch via email, Facebook or our website. 

 

Bat Walk 
We will be hosting a bat walk on 12th June, venue tbc but 
likely to be in the Woodland area. Join us to find out about 
these very special flying mammals. Please contact us for 
further details and keep your eye on our social media 
pages for updates. 

 

Balsam Bashing! 
If you came along to our desserts and refreshments event on 
22 May, you would know that Himalayan Balsam Bashing will 
begin in earnest this month! This thoroughly rewarding activity, 
to remove this highly invasive plant, has achieved great success 
over the years, but we still need your help to ensure this 
success is maintained. Get in touch to find out more, and let us 
know if you would like to join the Balsam Bashing What’s App 
group. 

Hosting Local Events? 

Let us know and we can advertise on our website! 
www.sustainableduddon.co.uk 
Email sustainableduddon@gmail.com 
https://www.youtube.com/@SustainableDuddon 
Or visit our Facebook page ― just search for Sustainable Duddon. 

News  

R. J. WHITING 
ARTISAN ROOT & STONE TREE  

& FIELD CRAFT 
 

FENCING - GATES,  STILES, PATHS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE - LANDSCAPING,  
   CUT-BACK, PATIOS,  
TREE CARE - PRUNING, WINCHING STORM DAMAGE 
ALL MANNER OF ESTATE WORK & FORESTRY UNDERTAKEN 
DIFFICULT ACCESS WORK :  TRAILER WORK : SPECIALIST STONE 
WORK  

duddon.services@gmail.com 
07733 334510                 LOW FARM , ULPHA.  LA206DZ  

SAMUEL  ECCLES 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

No Job too Big or Small 
 

FREE QUOTES 
 
 

Mobile: 07540 418866 
 
 
 

decorating2011@hotmail.co.uk 

Restoring Hardknott Forest  
 

Volunteer Days 
 

All are welcome, we are a 
friendly bunch and you just 
need a reasonable level of 

physical fitness and some outdoor clothing 
(we can lend you some if needed).  

All instructions and tools are provided.  

 

June 

Wednesday 3rd, Tuesday 9th & 
Wednesday 17th 
Tree nursery day 

 
Sunday 14th  & Tuesday 23rd 
Tree tube removal, Brotherilkeld 
Farm, Eskdale 
 

Events 
Thursday 18th &  Saturday 20th 
Dry stone walling for beginners 
 
If a day is full its worth adding yourself to the waiting list in case of cancellations. 
Directions and joining details will be sent out when you book a day, and there is more 
information on our website, or contact us if you have any questions. 

 

You are very welcome to join us to 
celebrate our first year of Landscape 

Recovery in the Upper Duddon. 

 

Site walks and talks:  
Sunday 12th & 

 Tuesday 28th July 
 

Join us one year into the 20 year Upper 
Duddon Landscape Recovery project for an 
update on our work and an informal guided 

walk with project staff. 
 

There will be easy and moderate versions of the 
walk, and we will cover some highlights of the 
first year of the project, with plenty of time for 

questions. 

There is full information on our website, 
 

TO BOOK  
 

https://bag.leeds.ac.uk/projects/
restoring-hardknott-forest/get-

involved/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
or contact j.h.Hodgson@leeds.ac.uk if 

you have any questions.  

http://www.sustainableduddon.co.uk
https://bag.leeds.ac.uk/projects/restoring-hardknott-forest/blogs-and-more/volunteering-at-hardknott-forest/
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Tuesday 2nd June 

Closing sale of ewes with lambs at foot 

The last ride home 
 

Departing 

Lancaster Services 

2.15pm 

Arrive Barrow 

3.30pm 

 

THE CROSBY SNACK SHED  
Selling hot and cold beverages, sandwiches, 

home-made cakes and local ice cream.  
 

Open daily, weather permitting,  
until autumn. 

 

THE CROSBY CAKE CUPBOARD 
An honesty box with a selection of freshly baked  

home-made cakes and farm fresh eggs.  
 

Stocked daily from spring until autumn 
 

CROSBYTHWAITE FARM, ULPHA, LA20 6DY 

www.facebook.com/thecrosbycakecupboard 

Planned disruption to the Barrow in 
Furness to Manchester Airport 
Service 
 
15th-19th June & 28th June 
 
www.northernrailway.co.uk/
check-before-you-travel 

The Foolish Chaffinch 
 

How mad you seem to me as you attack 
Your image in my car’s wing mirror. 
I look from an enlightened stance 

All you see, a rival suitor. 
 

Persistently you peck the solid glass 
In a most aggressive way 

Up and down, wings flapping more and more 
Wasting strength this sunny day. 

 
I wonder if your mate, meantime, is busy 
Incubating eggs and waiting to be fed. 
I wish I could explain about reflection  

Into that finch’s little head. 
 

Barbara Rigg 
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 SUNDAY MORNING  
TENNIS CLUB 

at  

Broughton in Furness 
 Tennis Club 

 

9am—Beginners / under 8 years 
 

10am—9 years and above 
 

Both junior sessions by LTA Coach 
 

Contact Dan on 07732 435918  
for details 

Come and  

Play Tennis 
 

At Broughton Tennis Club  

(High Kepplewray) 
 

New Members and Visitors welcome 
 

Please contact  

  tennisbroughton@gmail.com  

or phone: 07855 235616 

 
 
 

 

Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney 
 & Probate 

 

Offices in Millom & Barrow-in-Furness 
Free no obligation home visits available in Coniston, 

Hawkshead, Broughton-in-Furness & Furness Peninsula 

Janette Carroll – Licensed Probate Practitioner 
Tel: 01229 820021 

E-mail: jcarroll@brownandmurray.co.uk    
Brown & Murray Legal Services Ltd  

 
Duddon Valley 
Medical Practice 
(DVMP) is NOT 
closing. 
 
The Kirkby surgery building will cease to be 
used as a surgery building from 31 July 
2026 and the building is to be sold by the 
current owner. DVMP will continue to be 
fully operational nevertheless and will only 
deliver medical services from Broughton 
and Askam surgery buildings after this 
date. We apologise for the short notice. 

 

Access to Broughton and Askam surgery 
buildings will be significantly increased 
after 31 July 2026 to accommodate the 
needs of our patients when the Kirkby 
surgery building finally closes.  

We hope you understand that the decision 
NOT to buy Kirkby surgery as a going 
concern will improve economic resilience 
and increase stability for patients and staff 
alike during what is a very difficult 
economic climate nationally. Rural practices 
have been closing across the country at a 
rate of one per week but, DVMP has no 
intention of closing. 

In the meantime, we would appreciate 
your cooperation by not distracting our 
staff from carrying out their duties by 
asking for further information about the 
closure from them. We WILL provide 
further information to you as soon as 
possible to help prevent any unnecessary 
anxieties during this transition from three 
surgery buildings, to two. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

Dr LA Wilson and Dr L Gunasinghe  
 

www.duddonvalleymedicalpractice.nhs.uk 
 

Askam 01229 260290 
Monday  8am—6pm  (Lunch 12.30—1.15pm) 
Tuesday 8am—6pm  (Lunch 12.30—1.15pm) 
Thursday 8am—6pm  (Lunch 12.30—1.15pm) 
Friday 8am—1pm  
 
Kirkby  01229 889247 
Monday 8am—6pm  
Tuesday 8am—6pm  
Wednesday  8am—6pm  
Friday 8am—6pm  
 
Broughton 01229  716337 
Monday 8am—6pm (Lunch 12.30—1.15pm) 
Tuesday 8am—6pm (Lunch 12.30—1.15pm) 
Thursday 8am—6pm (Lunch 12.30—1.15pm) 

Surgery  
Opening Times 

KIRKBY  
SURGERY 
BUILDING 

CLOSURE ON  
31 JULY 2026 

THURSDAY 
RUNNERS 
 
We are a friendly and 
welcoming local 
running club that 
meets every Thursday 6.30-7.30pm in 
Broughton Park. All welcome, 
regardless of ability.  
 
No one gets left behind, as we do 
various types of interval training in a 
small area and we all run at our own 
individual pace! 
 
For more details, please contact Jackie 
on: 07598 746807 

POTHOLE 
Five or six inches below the tarmac 
At the bottom of the pothole 
I can see cobbles; stones rounded in the 
beck 
In which they lay, back in the day. 
Folk built a cart track with cobbles – 
It made for an easier ride. 
Bit by bit; upgrade by upgrade 
The cart track became a road. 
And the cart became a car. 
I can only see the cobbles 
Because the road is now an archaeological 
site; 
The pothole a cross-section  
Of half a millennium. Progress implies 
Forward motion towards improvement 
-Not always the case, sadly. 
Still, springs can be mended. 
Maybe we should have stuck with the 
carts. 

Selwyn Wright 

mailto:tennisbroughton@gmail.com
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Sheep Detectives and Our View of God 
Recently our family went to see The Sheep Detectives, a charming film about a flock of sheep trying to solve the mystery of their 

shepherd George’s death. Beneath the humour, however, the story raises some surprisingly thoughtful questions about God, the 

church, life and death. 

One scene especially stayed with me. As the sheep walk past a church, they try to work out who God is. Because they only partly 

understand what humans have told them, their conclusions become wonderfully confused. They decide that God is invisible, that He is 

a shepherd, that He is also a lamb, and somehow “made of bread.” After watching Communion, they even pity “poor God” for being 

eaten every Sunday. 

It is funny because, from a sheep’s point of view, these ideas sound ridiculous. Yet perhaps the scene resonates because many people 

today also build their understanding of God from fragments — childhood memories, hearsay, disappointments, or stereotypes. The 

result can become a confused picture of faith that bears little resemblance to Christianity itself. 

In the film, the sheep also believe that God literally lives inside the church building. Again, this sounds amusing, but many people 

quietly think of church in a similar way — as simply an old building used for weddings, funerals, and Christmas services rather than a 

living community of faith. 

Perhaps the most interesting part of the film is the sheep’s view of death. They believe sheep become clouds when they die and 

survive by forgetting painful realities. They avoid grief and cling to what feels safe and familiar. 

That raises an important point for all of us. Human beings often prefer comfort to truth. We distract ourselves from difficult questions 

about suffering, mortality, and meaning. Christianity, however, does not ask people to ignore pain or pretend death is unreal. Instead, 

it faces sorrow honestly while offering hope beyond it. 

One touching moment comes when Mopple, the wisest sheep, insists that George should not simply be forgotten. “A friend should 

never be forgotten,” he says. That reflects something deeply Christian: that every human life matters because each person is known 

and loved by God. 

The humour in The Sheep Detectives comes from the sheep misunderstanding everything. Yet perhaps the film quietly asks whether 

we sometimes misunderstand God. Instead of relying on assumptions or caricatures, maybe we should look more closely at what 

Christianity is really saying — because what first appears strange may contain far more truth and hope than we expect. 

At the end of May (31st) we have an opportunity to celebrate all the lambs being born in our Benefice Lambing Service.  At the end of 

June (30th), we are running our next Bereavement Journey for those who need space to process the impact of a death, whether recent 

or long ago. 

Rev'd Vic Sekasi  

Rev’d Victoria Sekasi 

Priest in Charge 

M: 07453 930536   

tkbdchurches@gmail.com 

Am at my desk, Monday, Tuesdays and Fridays 

Benefices of The Duddon Estuary. Comprising the Parishes of Kirkby Ireleth, Broughton & Duddon and Thwaites 
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 Broughton Diary 

June 
29 May―6 June UIMF (see p.9) 
2 Broughton Auction Mart 
3 Music in The Square, Imogen Faith: 
6.30pm 
3 Broughton Mills, Woodland & Foxfield WI: 
7.30pm, Broughton Mills Reading Room 
6 Duddon Inshore Rescue Open Day: 10am-
3pm, Askam (see p.9) 
9 DPC Drop-in: 10.45am―12noon, Square 
Cafe 
9 Ulpha & Seathwaite WI: 7.30pm, Browfoot 
Room, Ulpha 
13 2nd Broughton Chess Festival: 
1.30―5pm, Victory Hall 
13 Thwaites Village Gala: 12.30pm-4pm 
19 Broughton Film Club: 7.30pm, Victory 
Hall 
20 Kid’s Fun Day: 1-4pm, Eccle Riggs 
20 Jimmy Hull Memorial Cricket: 1-7.30pm, 
Eccle Riggs 
20 Ulpha590, Bar & BBQ: 5.30pm, Eccle 
Riggs 
20 Dave Day 3 (see p.9) 
20―21 Cumbria Wool Gathering, J36 Rural 
Auction Centre  
20―21 Ulverston Open Gardens (leaflets in 
Bakery Café, Pitstop and TIC) 
21 CWT: 10am―4pm, Tomsteads Garden 
Open day 
21 St Mary’s Hospice Matson Ground Open 
Garden: 11am-4pm 
24 DVLHG: 7.30pm, Victory Hall 
25 DPC Meeting & Victory Hall AGM: 7pm, 
Rankin Room, Victory Hall 
26 Flossie Malavialle: 7.30pm, Water Yeat 
Village Hall 
27 Kirkby Gala: 2-5pm, Community Hall 
Grounds 
27 Gala Night Fundraiser: 7-11pm, Gala 
Marquee 
 

July 
3 School Fair: 4pm 
4 Hiroshima Twinkie: 7.30pm, Browfoot 
Room Fundraiser 
12 & 28 Upper Duddon Landscape Recovery 
site walks & talks (see p.8) 
22 Jack Monopoli: 6.30pm, Black Cock 
 

August 
5 Music in the Square: 6.30pm, Cocktail Bar 
& Pizza Truck 
26 Music in the Square: 6.30pm, Joe 
Mansergh. Cocktail Bar & Pizza Truck 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 
Every Tuesday  
Coffee Morning, 10.30am, Square 
Café 

Every Thursday Coffee, Cake ’n 
Chat: at Pop Up Post Office, 

1―3pm, Browfoot Room, Ulpha 
 
1st & 3rd Friday  

Knit and Natter 
 2pm―4pm, Parsonage Room 
 

The Roman Catholic Parish of 
St Francis of Assisi 

 
Our Lady and St James RC 

Church, Millom 
Wednesday 5.00pm 

Sunday Mass 10.30am  
 

Sacred Heart RC Church,  
Coniston 

Thursday 10am 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5pm 

 
Father Mathew Jacob 

Tel: 01229 779673 
E: saintfranciscumbria@gmail.com 

www.saintfranciscumbria.com 

The Orthodox Community of  
St. Simon and St. Kentigern  

Divine Liturgy of  
St. John Chrysostom                 

 
Cemetery Chapel,  

Dalton-in-Furness, LA15 8LL. 
 

Every third 
Saturday 

of the   
month,  

starting at 
10.30am 

www.orthodoxcumbria.org.uk 
Email: holy.fathers@gmail.com 

Benefice of  

The Duddon Estuary 
Comprising the parishes of Kirkby Ireleth,  

Broughton & Duddon and Thwaites 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Services June 
 

St Cuthbert, 
Kirkby at 9.30am 

7th  ―Service of the Word 
 14th  ―Holy Communion 

21st ― Service of The Word  
28th ― Holy Communion 

Wild Church at 4pm  
 

St Mary Magdalene,  
Broughton  at 10am 

7th ―Holy Communion  
14th ―Morning Prayer 

 21st — Breakfast Church 
 from 9.30am 

 28th ― Celtic Worship  
  

Duddon Valley Churches 
St John the Baptist, Ulpha  

1st Sunday 3pm ― Family Service 
3rd Sunday 6 pm ― Evening Prayer 

 
Holy Trinity, Seathwaite 

5th Sunday only 
  

Woodland 
St John the Evangelist at 6pm 
2nd Sunday 6pm ― Evensong 

4th Sunday 6 pm — Songs of Praise  
 

St Anne’s, Thwaites at 11.30am 
2nd Sunday ―  Family Worship 
4th Sunday ― Brunch Church 

 

Midweek Service 
Holy Innocents, Broughton Mills at 10am 

Wednesdays ― Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion on 1st Wednesday 

Services 
 

Kirkby in Furness, Marshside 

11am Morning Service,  

1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays 

 

6pm Service with Communion 

on 2nd Sunday 

 

Millom, Queen Street 

11am Every Sunday 

 

You will be made most welcome 

Kingdom Hall of  
Jehovah’s Witnesses 

2 Holborn Hall, Millom, LA18 5BE 
www.jw.org  

Every  
Thursday 7.15pm 
Sunday 10.15am 
 

The publication of advertisements in the Parish Pump 
does not imply endorsement of the products/services 

advertised, and accepts no responsibility.  

The Parish Pump is unable to publish anonymous 
contributions and reserves the right to edit/adjust/omit 

contributions to suit space constraints 

http://www.orthodoxcumbria.org.uk
http://www.orthodoxcumbria.org.uk

